
Blackfinch Asset Management
Tailored Portfolio Service

Committed

A genuine partnership to help you add value to your  
business and deliver your own unique product range
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  Our heritage dates back over 25 years with the launch of Blackfinch  

  Investments. In the years that followed, our growth saw expansion  

  into asset management, renewables, property and ventures. We  

  continue to adapt and evolve into markets where there is an   

  opportunity to help us all thrive.  

  Our offerings are known for flexible design, focused on capital   

  preservation and growth, with relatable return targets.

  We’re a whole-of-market investment manager, an independent   

  company with no ties to parent banks or insurance companies.  

  This allows us to provide a wide range of solutions suitable for   

  investors in almost any situation and execute our best investment  

  thinking without fear of conflict or bias. 

    

  As custodians of capital, together we can achieve more than   

  acting alone. We’re working towards a more sustainable world   

  for all through a commitment to a positive environmental, social  

  and governance (ESG) impact in all that we do.

Where we live, where we invest, 
is where we THRIVE
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Tax-efficient investment solutions 
for financial advisers

Wealth management solutions  
for financial advisers

Investing into high growth,  
scaling technology businesses

Short-term asset-backed  
lending for real estate

Investing into wind and 
solar infrastructure
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Blackfinch was founded on evolutionary principles, 

inspired by the work of Charles Darwin. Our ability  

to adapt and evolve enables us to achieve our vision: 

to see individuals, businesses, and communities to 

thrive. It’s core to how we work.

At Blackfinch Asset Management, our key aim is to 

help your clients achieve their financial objectives and 

for you to achieve your business goals. We do this by 

listening to your needs and providing what you asked 

us for. Our Tailored Portfolio Service gives you the 

flexibility and resources to create your own-brand 

range of portfolios, built around the needs of your 

client base. We want to form a long term, meaningful 

partnership with you, so alongside the products we 

also provide you with extensive business support.

We work exclusively with financial planning firms 

like you to provide products that address both tax-

efficient investment strategies as well as globally 

diversified wealth management needs.

We use those investment solutions to make a positive 

impact and create a more sustainable world. From 

financing the growth of a more robust renewable 

energy supply for the UK, to supporting scaling 

technology companies who are making services that 

save lives – and much more. That’s why, as an ESG 

investor, we have ESG running through all of our 

products and services. 

Welcome to Blackfinch

555

Richard Cook 
Founder and CEO



What is a Tailored Portfolio Service (TPS)?

It is becoming increasingly 
apparent that there is growing 
demand in the marketplace for 
adviser firms to own more of 
their investment proposition so 
they can tailor it to the values, 
beliefs, requirements and 
cultures of their client base.

In our adviser research, your peer group told us that this demand 

is being driven by firms seeking a greater level of control over 

important factors like cost and active versus passive investments  

to solve their biggest challenges when using off-the-shelf solutions.

For firms where a pre-defined Managed Portfolio Service (MPS)  

range doesn’t quite meet the needs of their clients, or they are 

looking to create a uniquely competitive offering, we work in 

partnership to provide a TPS. Our TPS is a service where you set the 

specifications and we provide the resources to deliver the strategy. 

Your strategy Your risk profile

Your choice of platforms Our execution

Your client objectives

Your own brand range
of managed portfolios
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What can be tailored?

A range that maps perfectly to your chosen risk profiler

Tailored asset allocation

Cap the overall cost to the client

Tailored range available consistently across the platforms you choose

Input to the investment process

An investment style that best reflects your clients’ requirements

Fully active, fully passive or a blend

Client friendly literature and communications

Content creation to fully enhance the client journey

When we work in partnership 
with growing firms, our goal is  
to help you and your clients  
to continue to thrive. 

Some adviser firms come to us with a very clear vision of a  

range they would like to build, others are less certain but  

have a strategy as a starting point. 

Our values of adapt, evolve and thrive enable us to work with  

firms no matter how advanced their thinking. Below we have 

included some suggestions for you and your team to think  

about, as a starting point only, and we encourage you to tell  

us all your ideas. We’ll work with you to build a solution that  

best suits the outcomes you and your clients want.

7



Should I play the long 
game, or cash out, 
when stock markets 
take a downturn?

June 2022

Blackfinch Asset Management 

Portfolio Analysis  

Committed

Balanced Portfolio |  Q3 2022 -  29th June 2022 - 28th September 2022Quarterly Investment Report

MPS Balanced Portfolio Factsheet 

November 2022

Committed

Targeting CPI

3%+
per annum, over a rolling 

5 year basis net of fees. 

Investment Objective

Fixed Income

Equities

Property

Alternatives

Cash

25.90%

59.40%

0.00%

11.20%

3.50%

Fixed Income

Equities

Property

Alternatives 

Cash

2.90%

3.40%

-6.00%

-0.80%

0.50%

Overweight

Overweight

Underweight

Underweight

Overweight 

Tactical Deviation

Asset Allocation

3 months 

6 months

12 months

Since Inception*

*Date of inception:  2nd July 2018. 

All Blackfinch MPS performance figures are quoted net of AMC and fund OCFs

The Balanced portfolio is designed to achieve a total return in excess 

of the Consumer Price Index plus 3% per annum, over a rolling 5 year 

basis net of fees. The portfolio is globally diversified and contains 

multi asset investments including fixed income, equities, property, 

alternatives and cash. Environmental, social and governance (ESG)  

is implemented through a positive screening approach whereby 

investments are not solely excluded based on the sector in which they 

operate. There is no guarantee that the objective will be met or that a 

positive return will be delivered over any time period. Capital at risk.

Performance
-2.89%

-0.89%

-9.13%

13.56%

Market Commentary

Investors didn’t have long to wait in November for news from the Bank of 

England and US Federal Reserve (Fed), with interest rate decisions from both 

central banks in the opening days of the month. There were no surprises from 

either camp, with both voting to raise their respective interest rates by 0.75%, 

in line with market expectations. 

In the second week of the month, equity markets were boosted by news that 

US consumer price index (CPI) inflation was lower than expected, coming in at 

7.7% versus forecasts of 7.9%. Markets, particularly in the US, rallied strongly 

in the hope that inflation had already peaked and was beginning its long road 

back down. While one month of lower-than-expected inflation is unlikely to 

drastically change the Fed’s roadmap for interest rates, it was viewed as a step 

in the right direction. As a result, investors await the next print in December 

with hope that this is the start of a downward trend.

In the UK, house prices fell at their fastest rate since early 2021, retreating 

by an average of 0.4%. This was the third decline in four months, with many 

economists predicting more months of falls ahead. Data from the Organisation 

for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) suggested Britain is 

suffering the worst cost-of-living crisis among the G7 group of countries, with 

the housing market suffering as a consequence. Inflation continues to run 

rampant through the UK, and while the Chancellor’s Autumn Statement was 

never likely to have any great effect, it did provide some comfort that the 

government was committed to erasing September’s disastrous ‘mini-budget’ 

from memory, as best it could.

After a turbulent year, there were signs of a recovery in Chinese equity markets. 

Cracks started to show in the zero-tolerance COVID-19 policy, with rumours 

abound that the country’s leadership was considering loosening the tight 

restrictions that have strangled China’s economic recovery. While there has 

been very little official confirmation, small amendments such as a relaxation of 

quarantine rules for international travel from 10 days to eight were sufficient for 

investors to get excited and push markets higher.

The ‘Unlucky’ 
Investor

October 2022

Monthly Market 
Moves

October 2022

Blackfinch Asset Management 

Evolving your business

As part of our partnership, we will provide you with bespoke branded 
communications and engagement support for your investors with  
no financial jargon, complex language or industry benchmarks. 

Investment Analysis ReportsQuarterly Investment Reports Monthly Market Moves

Thought Leadership PiecesAd-hoc Market Commentaries  Monthly Factsheets

Included in your communications pack, you will receive:
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Evolving your business

Portfolios managed by our highly qualified expert team

Active management

Daily monitoring

Regular rebalancing

Ongoing business support from our team

Easy access via third-party platforms with quick liquidity

ESG committed – we see ESG as a key performance driver

Personal support from our account managers  
and access to the Investment Directors for market  

questions, client meetings, presentations and events

Alongside bespoke communications,  
you will also benefit from the following:
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When is TPS a good fit for a firm?

No two adviser firms are the same, and our product range and support 

reflects that. By adapting our relationship to your business objectives,  

you and your firm can tackle some of the challenges we hear about most 

in our adviser feedback.

 Increasing regulatory pressure 

 Cost and time constraints

 Juggling the complexity of offering

 Business risk and indemnity cover

 Constantly keeping investment knowledge current

Solving challenges to  
facilitate thriving growth.

Our TPS is most appropriate for...

Advisers looking for a partnership with a forward 

thinking and progressive investment company 

Financial advisers desiring further involvement in  

the creation of the investment solution shape 

Adviser businesses looking for enhanced support 

from their outsourced provider.
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Next Steps Tell us what interests you. Let’s have a chat about all  

the variables and how they can be structured to help  

your portfolio range achieve your strategic objectives.

Step 1

We will provide a proposal outlining the range for you,  

so you can see the prototype products.

Step 2

You can provide feedback on how it feels.

Step 3

After reaching a product agreement, we move to delivery. 

This is when you can expect to start seeing your product 

appear on platforms and the product comes to life.

Step 4

Now you can engage with your customers and offer  

your unique range of portfolios.

Step 5
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Next Steps

Ensuring appropriate due 
diligence and assessment  
is integral for us and our  
partner firms.

Tell us what interests you
Our product range can work for firms at different stages of 

developing their central investment proposition. If you share 

with us your objectives we can help guide you through the 

best fit from our different solutions.

Due Diligence Process
Working with a range of leading compliance providers, we 

have developed a due diligence process and documentation 

pack. This covers all the key areas under consideration when 

selecting an outsourced investment manager.

The Right Cultural Fit
Our process can enable you to complete a more qualitative 

assessment. It can also help to confirm that our culture and 

approach is aligned with you and your business. We partner 

with firms that want to commit to working with us and find  

the solutions they need to grow.

We have a Business Development team offering full  

UK coverage, who will be happy to visit your offices and  

talk more about how we can help you achieve your goals.  

Make sure to get in touch by visiting our website  

www.blackfinch.am or calling us on 01452 717070.
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Please bear in mind that fees and charges can affect investment performance. 

Investors can refer to the relevant portfolio factsheet detailing the annual  

management charge, along with the costs involved in investing in the underlying 

funds that form the portfolio. This can help to plan effectively. 

Capital is at Risk 
Past performance is not a guide to future returns. The value of investments, 

and income from them, may go down as well as up. Investors may get back less 

than invested. Changes in rates of exchange may adversely affect the value of 

an investment. Changes in interest rates may impact the value of fixed interest 

investments. The value of investment may be impacted if issuers of underlying fixed 

interest holdings default, or perception of their credit risk changes in the market. 

There are additional risks related to investments in emerging or developing markets.

 

Volatility Risk 
The value of investments can go up and down. Volatility measures the rate at which 

they do. Equities are usually higher volatility than bonds, while cash is low volatility. 

There is a relationship between the level of volatility investors take on in investing 

and the expected return. Greater volatility brings the potential for greater returns 

but also greater losses.

Inflation Risk 
Inflation is a general increase in prices and a fall in the purchasing value of money. 

It can affect the value of assets in which you have invested. Cash is the asset most 

susceptible to inflation risk. There is also a relationship between interest rates and 

rates of inflation. If the interest rate payable on cash is below the rate of inflation, the 

real value of cash is reduced.

Currency Risk 
UK investors will view investments in sterling. Assets such as overseas company 

shares may be priced in foreign currencies. Their values will be dependent on the 

prices of the assets and the relationships of the currencies with the pound. In this 

way foreign currency investments can be more volatile.

Risks

This represents a medium to long-term investment and should be viewed as such. The range of assets, 
to which the portfolios provide exposure, all bring levels of investment risk. It is important that investors 
understand levels of return in relation to levels of risk and what is most suited to their risk profile.

The information set out above is not an exhaustive summary of the risks of investing in the portfolios offered by Blackfinch Asset Management.
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Prospective investors must seek advice on the legal, taxation, financial and other 

consequences of investing and the risks involved. Prospective investors should not 

treat the contents of this brochure as advice relating to legal, taxation or other matters 

and, if in any doubt about the proposal discussed in this brochure, its suitability, or what 

action should be taken, should consult their own professional advisers.

The Blackfinch Asset Management Portfolios are actively managed by Blackfinch 

Investments Limited. 

Blackfinch Investments Limited has taken all reasonable care to ensure that all the 

facts stated in this brochure are true and accurate in all material respects. While there 

are no other material facts or opinions which have been omitted where the omission of 

such would render this brochure misleading, no representation or warranty, express or 

implied, is given as to the accuracy or completeness of the information  

or opinions contained in this brochure.

No liability is accepted by Blackfinch Investments Limited, or any of its directors, 

members, officers, employees, agents or advisers, for any such information or opinions.

 All statements of opinion and/or belief contained in this brochure, all views expressed 

and all projections, forecasts or statements relating to expectations regarding future 

events, represent Blackfinch Asset Management’s own assessment and interpretation 

of information available as at the date of this brochure (November 2022). This brochure 

does not constitute, and may not be used for the purposes of, an offer or invitation to 

treat by any person in any jurisdiction outside the United Kingdom.

This brochure and the information contained in it are not for publication or distribution 

to persons outside the United Kingdom.

The portfolios offered by Blackfinch Asset Management may not be suitable for all 

investors and we would recommend that prospective investors seek independent 

advice before making a decision.

This brochure is intended as a summary only. Investors and advisers considering  

an investment should read the brochure in line with the relevant fact sheets.

For information on how we use personal data, including with third parties outside of 

the European Economic Area (EEA) please refer to our Privacy Policy on our website.

Important Information

Blackfinch Asset Management Limited is an Appointed Representative of Blackfinch Investments Limited which is 
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered address: 1350–1360 Montpellier Court, 
Gloucester Business Park, Gloucester, GL3 4AH. Registered in England and Wales company number 11639647.
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